INTRODUCTION
Early methods and equipment for planting boll weevil (Anthonomus grandislBoheman) eggs required the technician to dispense the eggs manually and to count or approximate the number of eggs placed on the larval rearing medium (Vanderzant and Davich 1958, Gast 1966, Gast and Davich 1966) . Sanitation problems increased as the size of the planting operation was enlarged. In developing a mechanized system for planting eggs in the boll weevil mass-rearing operation at the Robert T. Gast Rearing Laboratory, Mississippi State, Miss., we needed to eliminate the manual labor, to meter and dispense the weevil eggs more uniformly over the surface of the larval rearing medium, and to provide and maintain sanitary conditions for planting. The eggs, suspended in a sterile sugar-corn starch solution (Gast 1966) egg-planting operation (Griffin 1978 (Griffin , 1979 
